UG Finalist American Studies Resit Assessments 23-24

Please select your module from the list below. It will link to the resit assessment information.

Please take note of the submission instructions for your module. If you are a student trailing
the assessment from a previous academic year or having a deferred resit, you will be given
access to the Canvas page so that you are able to submit your work.

If you are unsure how to submit, please refer to the guidance on the Sussex website
Submitting an assessment : University of Sussex. Alternatively, please contact the MAH
Curriculum and Assessment team for advice (mah-cao@sussex.ac.uk).

You can find your deadlines for resits on Sussex Direct

American Studies Finalist Resits

America in the 21st Century American Studies Dissertation
American_Empire Topic(s) in Literature
Module Title Module Code Format &
Weighting
T7051 See below

Americain the 21st Century

Assessment Details and Expectations

ESIT: PRESENTATION (30%)

Assessment aims: Demonstrate understanding of module material and inde
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https://student.sussex.ac.uk/assessment/submission
mailto:mah-cao@sussex.ac.uk
bookmark://_America_in_the_1/
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https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/record-a-presentation-2570dff5-f81c-40bc-b404-e04e95ffab33



https://canvas.sussex.ac.uk/courses/28648/assignments

Word count: 4,000-5,000 words. Citations do not count toward your word count; discursive
footnotes do count (so consider carefully whether we need a Silmarillion-level backstory in the
footnotes).

Referencing style:

Any of the following humanities referencing styles are acceptable. You must use a style with page
numbers. If you are particularly attached to an author-date style for some reason, give page numbers
along with the date.

. Chicago
. MHRA
e MLA

° Harvard

Further essay instructions: Developing a research essay

Your research question

The research question directs your research process. Focusing your research question and aligning
it with a set of workable sources and methods is essential for designing a feasible and well evidenced
research essay. Start here:

1. Identify a general area of interest. For the purposes of this module, this will need to be
something relating to "America in the 21st century." Some general areas are suggested by
the weekly themes: the turn of the millenium, US militarism, environmental crisis and
activism, contemporary aesthetics, digital culture, etc. If multiple areas interest you, see if
there is any overlap.

2. Preliminary research. Look around at what's been written on the topic. Don't limit yourself to
Google; use the University Library catalogue, the British Library, etc. The American Studies
subject guide on the Sussex Library website has an especially useful range of sources,
including America: History and Life and American Periodicals. What research questions have
other researchers asked? What is the state of the field, more or less? This will help you get a
sense of what the genuinely open, relevant questions are. See the Research Resources
page for further resources.

3. Brainstorm a list of open-ended "how" and "why" questions in the area(s) that interest you. If
you have multiple areas of interest (say, X and Y), consider formulating questions like "how
did X shape Y?," i.e. examining the intersection of those areas. Then begin to narrow down
your list until you find the question that most excites you. This would be a good stage at
which to have your first dissertation meeting.

4. Focus your question in order to narrow the scope of your research. What are the key figures
(whether people, institutions, ideas, cultural artefacts, places, texts etc.) on which you'l
focus? Are you looking at a particular year? A historical span? Focus the question enough
that you can plausibly address it adequately in a 4,000 word dissertation.

Now step back and evaluate your research question:

e To whom is this question interesting? Is this a relatively new area of research, or are you
building on an existing literature/intervening in an existing debate? (Either is ok, but you
should know where you stand.)

e |s this research question ambitious enough? Is it a real research question requiring
investigation (as opposed to a factual question with a simple answer)?

e Is this research question feasible? Can you address this question with the time, resources,
and word count that you have?

e s this research question meaningfully answerable using evidence that you can gather?
Adjust your question as needed.

You may also find the research resources published by the Chicago Manual of Style helpful. Chicago

Manual of Style
Resources for Students > Crafting a Paper
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/skills-hub/referencing-and-academic-integrity/chicago
/skills-hub/referencing-and-academic-integrity/mhra
/skills-hub/referencing-and-academic-integrity/mla
/skills-hub/referencing-and-academic-integrity/harvard
https://sussex.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=44SUS_INST%3A44SUS_VU1&mode=advanced&sortby=rank&lang=en
https://explore.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vid=BLVU1
https://guides.lib.sussex.ac.uk/americanstudies
https://guides.lib.sussex.ac.uk/americanstudies
https://ezproxy.sussex.ac.uk/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&custid=s2884577&profile=ehost&defaultdb=31h
https://ezproxy.sussex.ac.uk/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/americanperiodicals
https://canvas.sussex.ac.uk/courses/28648/pages/research-resources
https://canvas.sussex.ac.uk/courses/28648/pages/research-resources
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/help-tools/Resources-for-Students.html
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/help-tools/Resources-for-Students.html
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/help-tools/Resources-for-Students.html
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https://canvas.sussex.ac.uk/courses/28648/pages/developing-a-research-essay#referencing
https://sussex.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/44SUS_INST/p3abpr/alma99712851302461

Paragraph transitions: Like style overall, paragraph transitions are not cosmetic, but rather
important signals for showing how each paragraph connects to the previous one.

Sentence-level grammar, style, and usage: For the sake of readability, use standard English
grammar and any widely used style (punctuation, formatting, etc.). Many of the formal features of
documents are arbitrary conventions with no essential truth behind them; they are developed by
publishing houses (for example, University of Chicago Press, publishers of the Chicago Manual of
Style ) so that their publications can be formatted with professional consistency. What's important is
consistency and readability (you can't just invent your own punctuation conventions; other people
have to understand what you're doing). A helpful guide to standard punctuation is available here:
Punctuation Guide. Formatting expectations are listed in the checklist below; note that if your
formatting is unprofessional-looking it won't affect your mark, but it will hurt my eyeballs. In general,
it's a good idea to get in the habit of producing professional-looking documents.

Research Essay Checklist
e An appropriate, descriptive essay title (generally not a question)
e Aclear, contestable, complex, and specific argument
¢ Primary and secondary sources
e Consistently formatted, logical section headings (if you are using sections—this is
not required)
e Numbered pages
o Aclear, readable font, at least 11pt
e Double spacing
e Margins at least 2.5cm
¢ Full in-text referencing using a citation style with page numbers, plus a bibliography
or works cited list at the end (see referencing guidance below)

Guide to referencing in the assessment

Any standard humanities referencing system is acceptable, for example Chicago, MHRA, MLA, etc.
Parenthetical citations and footnotes/endnotes are equally acceptable. Note that the citation formats
for footnotes/endnotes and for the accompanying bibliography/works cited are usually slightly
different. You must use a referencing system that includes page numbers; author-date styles are only
acceptable in the social or natural sciences. Accurate, acceptable referencing is not about where
you put your parentheses; it's about recognizing your sources with integrity and clarity. That
means that getting your metadata right and presenting it consistently is the most important thing. It is
fine to use a citation manager; | have used Zotero for years and love it. However, the citation you
get out of a citation manager is only as good as the metadata you put in. Check your
metadata. The metadata downloaded from the Sussex Library catalogue is particularly likely to have
errors around authorship (for example, listing an editor as an author or co-author, leaving out a
translator, etc.). Read over your citations and see if they make sense.

Examples [all examples given in bibliography/works cited format]:

Fine:
Benjamin, Walter. “On the Concept of History.” In
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/informatics/punctuation/toc
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https://canvas.sussex.ac.uk/courses/28648/assignments
bookmark://_American_Empire/
https://canvas.sussex.ac.uk/courses/28686/pages/assessment-information-and-expectations
https://canvas.sussex.ac.uk/courses/28686/assignments
bookmark://_American_Studies_Dissertation/
https://canvas.sussex.ac.uk/courses/24625/files/3157138/download?wrap=1

Tips.docxDownload Presentation Tips.docx
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https://canvas.sussex.ac.uk/courses/24625/files/3157138/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.sussex.ac.uk/courses/24625/files/3157138/download?download_frd=1
https://canvas.sussex.ac.uk/courses/28649/assignments
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/skillshub/?id=451
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/december-2006/practical-advice-for-writing-your-dissertation-book-or-article%E2%80%AF
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/december-2006/practical-advice-for-writing-your-dissertation-book-or-article%E2%80%AF
https://canvas.sussex.ac.uk/courses/28649/assignments

Module Title

Module Code

Format &
Weighting

Topic(s)_in_Literature

T7078

See below

Assessment Details and Expectations

RESIT: ESSAY (100%)

Canvas instructions apply.
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