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that exceed this word count per page, that's okay.  
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 Have a focused research question (i.e. something that you are legitimately trying to 
find out through your inquiries)  

 Make an argument and support it with evidence  

 Display original thinking  

 Show evidence of further reading/research  
You are expected to develop your own research question, but you may wish to make use of one of 
the following formats:  

 Consider the implications of differences between the ways that two different theorists 
handle a concept or term that they (ostensibly) have in common  

 Explore the tensions within a concept  

 Consider how a literary text is illuminated by one or more of the theoretical ideas we 
have studied (important: you need to go beyond simply showing that a theoretical can be 
applied to make a specifics argument about what we learn)  

   
Assessment format: 

/skills-hub/referencing-and-academic-integrity/chicago
/skills-hub/referencing-and-academic-integrity/mhra
/skills-hub/referencing-and-academic-integrity/mla
/skills-hub/referencing-and-academic-integrity/harvard
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Module Title 
 

Module Code Format & 
Weighting 

Modernist and Contemporary Fictions 

816Q3A/  
816Q3B 

See below 

 

Assessment Details and Expectations 

RESIT: 80% Essay  
  
816Q3B – MODERNIST AND CONTEMPORARY FICTIONS – ESS – RESIT  
This module is assessed by a 4000-5000 word research essay, which can, if you wish, include 
creative or creative-critical writing. If you choose to include a creative element this should make up 
up to 50% of the assessment and be accompanied by a critical piece that contextualises or frames 
the creative work and which follows the requirements set out below for a critical essay.  
Instructions for 4000-5000 word Final Essay for Modernist and Contemporary Fictions on any 
aspect of our reading  
You should write your own essay title in the style of an academic article (not a question).  
Your essay should:  

 present a clear and focused argument that is rooted in, and supported 
by, historically and theoretically-sophisticated close analysis of work you have 
read for the module  

 demonstrate an awareness of the historical period of your author or 
authors  

 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/skillshub/?id=451
/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=examination-and-assessment-regulations-handbook-2018-19-v7-(final).pdf&site=457
/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=examination-and-assessment-regulations-handbook-2018-19-v7-(final).pdf&site=457
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6. Concentrate on literary writing that represents history (historical novels, or poetry or 
drama that explicitly engages an earlier time period, before the time of writing).  
7. Explore critical or theoretical ideas about history, archives, memory or the past.  
8. Focus on archival material, in a way that explicitly considers the chosen texts as 
archival sources  

   
Option 2: creative & critical paper  
The creative and critical paper has two parts. It must include a critical essay of at least 2500 words 
(following the guidelines for the critical paper, above). The remaining word count may be used for a 
piece of creative writing, in any genre, that represents history, or that engages with the idea of 
history. This may be a short story, a chapter of a novel, a dramatic scene, etc. This part of the paper 
could also be a creative-critical crossover, or a piece of life writing or biography. There will be 
opportunities to experience with creative writing in our sessions throughout the term, and this work 
may be developed into a term paper idea.  
   
For Option 2, there needs to be a clear link between the creative and critical elements. Unless it is 

https://canvas.sussex.ac.uk/courses/27888/files/4248530?wrap=1
https://canvas.sussex.ac.uk/courses/27888/files/4248530/download?download_frd=1
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/skillshub/?id=451
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Module Title 
 

Module Code Format & 
Weighting 

The Avant-Garde in North America 

957Q3B See below 

 

Assessment Details and Expectations 

RESIT: 100% Portfolio  
Assessment and weighting: 100% of the grade is assessed by a final Portfolio (POF). The portfolio 
assessment measures all learning outcomes. Assessment remains, as ever, an expression rather 
than the totality of your intellectual flourishing on the module.  
  
A portfolio consists of:  

1. 3 x circa 500 word ‘thought pieces’ (total of 1500 words)  
2. 



https://canvas.sussex.ac.uk/courses/27844/pages/module-information
https://canvas.sussex.ac.uk/courses/27844/files/4684945?wrap=1
/skillshub/?id=451
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1. What can Byzantine saints’ lives tell us about women’s lives/women’s life 
courses/attitudes to gender/gendering and changing views of these in Byzantium?  

   
2. What do images of the Last Judgement suggest about faith in Byzantium?  

   
3. ‘When this creature was twenty years of age, or somewhat more, she was married to 
a worshipful burgess [of Lynn] and was with child within a short time, as nature would 
have it’ (The Book of Margery Kempe, p. 41). Write an essay exploring one or more 
female lifecycle stage in medieval English literature and culture.  

   
4. What understandings of death are suggested by the ‘multimediality’ (i.e., the 
interaction of poem, visual images, architecture, space and movement) of the medieval 
danse macabre tradition?  

   
5. Write an essay on the impact of the Inquisition and the Catholic Church on the way 

mailto:j.e.masterson@sussex.ac.uk
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