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Hearing Her: New Feminist
Oral Histories

This symposium will explore why and
how oral history has been privileged
as a methodology for capturing
women activists’ experience in very
different countries and contexts.

We will compare interviewing, archiving,
interpretation and publicising methods and identify
good practice that we can share. We will also identify
strategies for future oral-historical research on
transnational and cross-cultural feminism.

Featuring seven innovative feminist oral
history projects

Sisterhood and After: The Women’s Liberation Oral History Project

The China Women’s University Women’s Oral History

Unfinished Histories: British Alternative Theatre, 1968-88

Oral Histories of the Black Women’s Movement: The Heart of the Race

The Trade Union Congress Recording Women’s Voices Series

Subverting Stereotypes: Asian Women's Political Activism in the UK

Unbecoming Men: Masculinities and the Women’s Liberation Movement, 1970-1985

Join us

Date Thursday 11 April 2013

Time 09:30-16:30

Venue University of Sussex, Silverstone Building, Room 309

Cost and registration The day is free but registration beforehand is essential. Please contact
Margaretta Jolly at m.jolly@sussex.ac.uk
This event is co-sponsored by The University of Sussex (Centre for Life
History and Life Writing Research and the Dept of History) and The
University of Brighton (Centre for Memory, Narrative, History). We also
thank the British Academy for its generous contribution.

Further information http://arts.brighton.ac.uk/mnh

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/clhlwr/



Hearing Her: New Feminist Oral Histories:
Conference Programme

09:30

10:00

10:30-11:00

11:00-12:00

12:00-12:30

12.30-13:30

13:30-14:00

Registration and coffee
Welcome and introductions

Sisterhood and After: The Women’s Liberation Oral History Project
Dr Margaretta Jolly and Dr Rachel Cohen, University of Sussex

Sisterhood and After: The Women'’s Liberation Oral History Project, funded by the
Leverhulme Trust, directed by the University of Sussex, and partnered with The British
Library, and The Women'’s Library, London. The British Library will archive 60
interviews of core activists and intellectuals across England, Scotland, Northern
Ireland and Wales, including with Susie Orbach (London Women’s Therapy Centre),
Jenni Murray, (Woman’s Hour), Barbara Jones (Hilda’s Builders), Jan McKenley
(National Abortion Campaign), Jane Hutt (Welsh Assembly) and Rowena Arshad
(Scottish Equal Opportunities Commission).

The China Women's University Women’s Oral History

(Translation time allowed)

Professor Li Hongtao; Dr Wang Ying; Dr. Liu Zhaohui, China Women'’s University

The China Women’s University Women’s Oral History, funded by the PRC state Finance
Department in partnership with The China Women'’s University, has collected 100 lives
of women aged 70 or above, including women'’s rights activists, Communist Party
pioneers and ordinary women whose stories document extraordinary changes in
marriage, motherhood and sexuality over the last half century. Recordings are archived
at China Women'’s University.

Unfinished Histories: A History of British Alternative Theatre, 1968-88
Professor Susan Croft and Jess Higgs, Independent Curators]

A project recording British Alternative Theatre, 1968 -88, through interviews and the
collecting of archive material, funded by Heritage Lottery. Companies involved were
among some of the first Black, Asian, lesbian, gay, women'’s, disabled, political,
experimental, TIE and community-based theatre groups seen in Britain. Work ranged
from experiments in physical and visual theatre or performance art, to vernacular
drama, agit-prop and satire, championing a generation of artists whose work has
influenced and shaped present day theatre.

Lunch will be provided free for everyone registered

The Heart of the Race: The Black Cultural Archives’ Oral History of

the Black Women’s Movement

Dr Suzanne Scafe and Janet Browne, London South Bank University and Black
Cultural Archives

As part of the Documenting the Archives project undertaken by Black Cultural Archives
in 2007 and based on The Heart Of The Race by Beverley Bryan, Stella Dadzie &
Suzanne Scafe (Virago, 1985), which had examined Black women's lives in Britain
using oral testimony, a series of over 30 oral history interviews were made. The aim of
the project was to collect testimony from a range of Black women involved in the






