


Plant Rooms: 
Plant rooms are essentially “sterile” areas in terms of combustible fuel loading; they also 
have fire-resisting construction which would prevent the spread of fire and smoke into 
buildings in the event of a fire. However, many plant rooms do contain electrical switch gear 
and apparatus. Plant rooms are fitted with heat detectors so any automatic fire detection will 
only actuate once a fairly considerable sized fire has broken out. Similarly, plant rooms are 
usually only accessed infrequently (e.g. to undertake works on the electrical systems) under 
strict control (permit to enter.). Because of the increased risk of electrical fires it is 
considered that all plant rooms should have CO2 extinguishers located at any entrances to 
the plant room. Other extinguishers should only be provided where location specific risk 
assessments identify these as being necessary. These assessments should be undertaken 
by Estates and Facilities Management Division and shared with HSEO before any further 
extinguishers are added. 
 
Kitchens: 
Small kitchens, including coffee shops etc. (with any of the following: microwaves, toasters, 
Panini (or similar) machines.) present a low to medium risk of fire. Sources of ignition are 
likely to be electrical in nature. Fuels could be food, paper or material based. Because of the 
close proximity of users to equipment it is foreseeable that clothing fires could arise; it is 
recommended that these types of kitchens be fitted with fire blankets. Fire blankets would 
also be appropriate extinguishing media for the types of fires likely to be encountered in 
these areas. Extinguishers are not deemed necessary. 
 
Larger kitchens present a greater risk of fire (e.g. due to use of deep fat fryers, gas etc.). The 
University’s insurers require all these outlets to have special “Fry-fighter” extinguishers. In 
addition, these areas also have significant amounts of electrical equipment as well as 
presenting a greater risk of clothing fires. On this basis, all larger kitchens are to be provided 
with Fire Blankets (to be sited adjacent to each cooking station),  C02 (2kg) extinguishers at 
each exit and Fry Fighter extinguishers adjacent to any areas where deep-fat frying takes 
place. 
 
Licensed and Non-Licensed Events: 
Wherever licensed activities (including sale and supply of alcohol, theatre performances, film 
shows, live and recorded music, dancing ) a specific fire risk assessment has to be 
undertaken and submitted as part of the licensing process. This is required regardless of 
where these activities are undertaken (e.g. open air, marquees, lecture theatres, seminar 
rooms etc.). In addition to licensed events, the University also undertake a number of non-
licensed events throughout the year. The FSO requires that these also be fire risk assessed. 
Both licensed and non-licensed event assessments should cover all fire safety aspects 
including the provision of extinguishers and the identity of anybody that would be expected 
to use those extinguishers. Since these requirements are likely to vary depending on the 
specifics of the event, advice on this aspect should be sought from the HSEO when the 
event is being organised.  
 
On-Campus Residences: 
Over the last few years, fire extinguishers within residences have been subject to 
considerable abuse / mis-use; numerous extinguishers have been damaged, set off or 
removed by students (and their visitors) as pranks.



An analysis of University fire incidents shows that in large residences (The Park houses and 
East Slope) residential extinguishers provided in communal areas are only used as intended 
by Security officers attending fire alarms. Most often, fires originate in kitchens; these fires 
tend to be put out using the extinguishers locally provided in the kitchen. The standard 
provision within residential kitchens is a fire blanket and a dry powder extinguisher. Dry 
powder extinguishers are messy but have the added b


