
LASI: The Laboratory of Apiculture & Social Insects  
LASI studies honey bees, ants, and other insects that live in colonies with 
queen and workers including stingless bees and wasps. LASI is located on the 
campus of the University of Sussex and is part of the School of Life Sciences. 
LASI facilities include lab rooms, offices, workshop, hives and apiaries.  

 
a, b. Honey bee workers; c. Cephalotes ant, Brazil; d. Nest entrance of Jatai stingless bees.  

LASI moved to the University of Sussex in 2008. The University of Sussex has 
invested over £350,000 in providing facilities for LASI. The LASI director is 
Francis Ratnieks, the UK’s only Professor of Apiculture. He received his PhD at 
Dyce Laboratory for Honey Bee Studies, part of Cornell University in the USA. 
 Research is carried out by the whole LASI team including professor, 
post-doctoral scientists, doctoral and masters students, undergraduates doing 
final year projects or summer bursaries, volunteers and visitors—over 25 people 
in total. LASI is the UK’s largest honey bee and social insect research group. 

 
a. The beautiful University of Sussex campus, in the South Downs on the edge of Brighton. 
b. Lunch break one summer day in 2010 in the LASI garden with some of the LASI team. 
Good people who are committed to what they do are vital in science. 
c. LASI’s main lab with apiary and workshop behind. Coloured designs on the wall mark 
entrances of observation hives inside the building, & help reduce bees drifting between hives.   

 LASI carries out both basic and applied research. In basic research the 
aim is to understand how the animals themselves live. LASI basic research 
focuses on how workers coordinate their activities and use information so that 

foraging and colony life are well organized, how conflicts among colony members 
over who works and who lays eggs are resolved by worker and queen policing, 
and how guards re


